
Phonics 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 



Teach a child to read 
and keep that child reading [and talking]
and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson 



Phonics is all about using …

Skills for reading 
and spelling

Knowledge of the 
alphabet+

Learning phonics aims to help child to become 

good readers and writers



Phonemes: The smallest units of sound that are found within a word

Grapheme: The spelling of the sound e.g. Th

Diagraph: Two letters that make one sound when read

Trigraph: Three letters that make one sound e.g. igh

CVC: Stands for consonant, vowel, consonant e.g. cat

Segmenting: is breaking up a word into its sounds. 

Blending : Putting the sounds together to read a word

Tricky words: Words that cannot easily be decoded.

Terminology



pd

Read Write Inc. Phonics is a programme that uses systematic phonics to teach all children to 
read.

We teach the sounds first – in a specific order.

We then teach your children to blend those sounds together in order to 
read words. Children need to be able to hear the separate sounds in a 
word and then blend them together to say the whole word .

We read to children ‘real’ books’. Once they have learnt to read, they will be 
able to independently read these books for themselves.



Set 1 RWI
Learning phonemes to read and write simple 

words

Children learn their first phonemes:  
m a s d t i n p g o c k u b f e l h sh r j v y w th z ch qu x ng nk

They will use these phonemes to read and spell simple 
“consonant-vowel-consonant” (CVC) words:  

sat, tap, dig, duck, rug, puff, hill, hiss, tank, this, ship

Consider: ‘ff’ ‘ss’ ‘zz’ ‘ck’ ‘ll’ are not taught as diagraph sounds 





Segmenting & Blending

/b/  /e/  /d/ = bed

/t/  /i/  /n/  = tin

/m/  /u/  /g/ = mug



Speed sounds set 2: 
ay ee igh ow oo oo ar

or air ir ou oy

By the end of this set children can write 
anything! 

Phonetically that is. 



ea oi a-e i-e o-e u-e aw are ur er ow ai oa ew ire 
ear ure

Speed sounds set 3: 





Key Points 

• Stretchy sounds (hand moving away from mouth pulling the sounds out)

• Bouncy sounds (bounce flat palm hand up and down) 

• Sound arm – reading (blending) 

• Each 1 letter phoneme has picture and a handwriting patter a – around the apple and 

down the leaf

• Each diagraph has a rhyming phrase to make it memorable ay- may I play?



It’s part of a more complex system of spelling which they develop throughout KS1 and 
beyond. 

Spelling patterns and conventions – consonant doubles and words with common letter strings and different 

pronunciations

Homophones – sound the same but spelt differently (to,two,too)

Root words – smallest form of word such as elephant, table, girl

Compound words – two root words joined together; playground/football 

Suffixes – added after a root word (hope =hoping, walk=walked, happy=happiness)

Prefixes – added before a root word (happy = unhappy, organised = disorganised)

Word Derivations – English language comes from a variety sources; understanding origin helps spelling. (knowing that 

audi relates to hearing; audible, audience, audition) 

Key Stage 1 and Beyond  



Phonics Screening in Year 1



Review (RWI: Speed sounds review)

Teach/Practise (RWI: say)

Apply (RWI Read and Write) 

A Phonics Lesson



http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Resources



How can I help 
at home? 

• Read to your children
• Ask lots of questions and share opinions

You're never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a book and 
read to a child.

Dr Seuss

Talk to your child as much as possible and ‘feed’ them new and ambitious vocabulary.

“Let’s eat our lunch now.”
“Let’s munch our lunch now.”
“Let’s scoff our lunch now.”
“Let’s devour our lunch now!”

Purchase the Read Write Inc flash cards from amazon for around £5 

You will find all of the previous phonics screen tests on the Government website that you can use to practise with at home:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2018-materials

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2018-materials
https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/


Any other questions?


